THE FRENCH MARCH UNDER KERJEAN
The battle between M. /Car/aw (Kerjean) and the English*
of Dewnauipattan; the English major gets wounded;
the retreat of his army towards Dewnampattan;
Muhammad Abrdr Khan joins the fight] the defeat of
the French and their flight tozvards Bahrain (Vikra-
vandi) their camping place.
M. Dupleix, the governor of Phulcheri, lost hope of
peace, collected an army which comprised Indians, Abyssi-
nians and frangs under the leadership of M. Karjam by name,
a sardar possessing intelligence and wisdom, and sent them to
(1) Muhammad All lef t Trichinopoly in charge of his brother-in-law,
KIiayru'd-Dm Khan, and some English troops under Dalton, and started
secretly to join Lawrence. When Lawrence proceeded to Madras, Major
Kinneer who wanted to emulate the feats of Clive, resolved to besiege Gingee
with the approval of Saunders, but against the advice of Lawrence. Kinneer
started with about 200 Europeans and some sepoys, found the assault impos-
sible, suffered severe loss at the hands of a body of French and retreated in
haste. This defeat of the English at Vikravandi and the NawwaVs flight to
Tiruvannamalai roused the spirit of M. Dupleix. Lawrence wanted to
redeem this misfortune; but Navvwab Muhammad All was in a very bad
situation. The sepoys were troubling him for their pay, the English would
not advance him sufficient money, and the Mysore agent, Birky Venka Rao,
pressed him for the cession of Trichinopoly to his master. In addition to
all these there was a misunderstanding between the ISTawwab and his junior
brother. In August, two nobles of Muhammad All came to Pondicherry
with the consent of the English to negotiate with M. Dupleix. But
M. Dupleix refused to talk of peace until the French prisoners were releas-
ed. Then Lawrence marched against the French on August 28th, but
they retired to Pondicherry and contented themselves with guarding their
forts at Valudavur and Gingee. He then fell back on Bahur. Kerjean, the
French Commander, followed him. When he came too close to the English
on the morning of September 6th, Lawrence fell upon the French camp and
captured the commander. Muhammad All was elated by this victory which
reduced the French to military inactivity for the next six months. But he
wrote another letter to M. Dupleix in smooth words requesting his friend-
ship. M. Dupleix replied pressing his original demand for the release of the
prisoners. But Muhammad All would not. Only Kerjean who was badly
wounded was allowed to return to Pondicherry.
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